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few weeks ago, put long 
distance call favorite cousin, who 
lives Brooklyn. strange and 
sleepy voice the other end the 
wire answered the operator’s ring. lis- 
tened. 

Operator —Is this main 
Voice Yes. 

Operator Gabriel calling 
Trudie Casper. 
Voice Saint who? 
Operator (very 
Gabriel. 
Voice (started and incredulous) 
What! 

Operator (patronizingly) St. Ga- 
briel, Louisiana, sir. 

Voice (greatly relieved) Oh! 
well, just minute, please. 

That call must have given Trudie 
and Mel’s house guest couple very 
bad moments, and, sorry. was 
during the World Series, and 
stand that was the town the night 
before, celebrating with the Dodgers, 
commiserating with the Yanks don’t 
know which but this know, 
prefer herd the proverbial pink 
elephants being called the morning 
after St. Gabriel. 

relate little story here mainly 
for the benefit friends and relations 
whom one might telephone some 
day. So, your phone should ring and 
it’s St. Gabriel calling, don’t nervous, 
scared, the gent with the halo 
and the horn not the line, it’s just 
one chickens. 

August, the old-fashioned crank 
type telephones THE STAR office 
and the Patients’ Canteen and all the 
phones the station (the personnei 
and administrative side) have been re- 
placed dial telephones. This system 
serviced from new telephone ex- 
change, installed Southern Bell 
cost $230,000, the village St. 
Gabriel, about six miles from this hos- 
pital. Before that, our long distance 
calls went through the Baton Rouge 
exchange. The Gabriel exchange 
serves not only this hospital but some 
300 residences and businesses the area. 

There are two new pay telephone 
booths the hospital community prop- 
one the theatre lobby, the other 
the Patients’ Canteen. 

Since this service was 
can reach Baton Rouge telephone 
numbers simply dialing the code 
followed the desired number. 
you can spare dime for your Baton 
Rouge call, you slip the coin slot 
and talk long you please. This deal 
the honor system. Baton Rouge 
customers can, course, dial direct, 
just they would any other number 
the city, except that they dial “6” 
first. 

The new service tremendous im- 


distinctly) 
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Dial for long distance. 
patient the new telephone booth the 
the theatre. 


provement over the old, and proving 
easy shop telephone Baton 
Rouge stores and one can get touch 
with Baton Rouge friends just like that. 


But was not always that way. No, 
indeed! Your scribe recalls that when 
matriculated Carville, almost 
tients were concerned, Mr. A.G. Bell 
was Mr. Ameche, might well 
have not invented the instrument. 

mind swings back the days 
when patients this hospital did not 
have direct access telephone commu- 
nication with the outside world. 

bit history seems order. Until 
1936, all telephone calls patients were 
received the station. The messages 
were relayed from other side.” 
They usually passed several 
hands and more often than not, 
the time they reached us, they were 
pretty well mangled. 

remember that once woman pa- 
tient got message telling death 
her immediate family. Circumstances 
were such that she could not home. 
She said, “Oh, could just talk with 
But the only way she could have 
“just talked with them” would have 
been “go through the hole the 
and head for telephone Ba- 
ton She was wheel chair pa- 
tient and this, course, was quite im- 
possible. But was means im- 


possible for some the other patients, 
including the writer. rent car 
for the 46-mile trip and from Baton 
Rouge outrageous fee (and how 
did this our own crawl 
through the hole the fence and 
our way order have few minutes 
talk with the home folks. one were 
“apprehended” for such unauthorized 
leave, would thrown into the local 
pokey (first offense days second, 
penal bond, exceed the sum 
$5,000). was worth taking the 
chance just hear dear familiar 
voice. 

Through the years the patients clam- 
cred for telephone, but the Medical 
Officer then charge always gave the 
same answer—an unequivocal “NO.” 
Not that the Hansen’s bacilli would 
travel merrily and will over the wires, 
but said the expense such 
installation would prohibitive “out 
the question,” once told group 
when persisted, pointed out 
that whatever the expense, was the 
phone company’s and not the govern- 
though realized official per- 
mission was necessary. 

How then did finally get our 

begin with, 1936, had 
new and least was not 
cpposed the idea. But took 
incident dramatize the situation. 

One day when the late B.L. Spann 
Baton Rouge was here visiting his 
friends, the patients, one the veterans 
received message relayed 
Administration Building, that his moth- 
was ill, and wanted talk him 
telephone. The message was deliver- 
but there was way speak his 
mother there was telephone avail- 
able the patients, That same day 
determined B.L. drove back Baton 
Rouge, went straight the State Cap- 
itol, and laid the problem before Gover- 
nor James Noe, The Governor called 
the District Manager the Telephone 
Company. Within matter days 
had our telephone. Once they had per- 
mission, was only necessary for South- 
ern Bell extend their wires 
the nearby village Carville the 
hospital. The village miles down 
the road and the wires were there all 
the time. 


ever there were conversation piece, 
was that first old-fashioned tele- 
phone the patients’ canteen. did 
brisk business from the start. Patients 
not only talked into it, talked about 
it. Morale zoomed. long last were 
“connected up.” could say made 
difference that were country 
party line, but did considerable. 
the beginning were delighted 
have any kind telephone service 

(cont’d page 10) 


St.Gabriel Calli 
t.Gabriel Calling 
TELEPHONE 
| : 
| 
1 


Church omen Interested 


Thinking back through the pages 
history one realizes that women have ac- 
complished many things advance 
Yet those women were 
the background, seldom receiving plau- 
dits for their work. Here, though, 
wish comment the interest church 
women today are showing the 
educational campaign Hansen’s dis- 
ease, and they deserve much praise for 
their co-operation and assistance. 

the early summer, Mrs. E.S. Penny- 
baker, New Orleans, staunch support- 
the educational campaign Han- 
sen’s disease, brought Carville Miss 
Hennessey, New Orleans, and Mrs. 
Alice Goddard, Chicago. Mrs. God- 
dard executive director the Na- 
tional Council the Churches Christ 
the United States America. Resi- 
dent Chaplain Carl Elder accom- 
panied the visitors THE STAR office. 

Many things were discussed during 
their visit, predominately ways and 
means which churches could 
help correcting misinformation about 
Hansen’s Mrs. Goddard left Car- 
ville planning explore the idea 
presenting some facts about edi- 
tors church publications. 

Some time later, Mrs. Goddard wrote 
us, trying help others un- 
derstand some the things which were 
clearly explained when visit- 
article (On the Leprosy the bible 
STAR, June 1955) the director 
our Department English Bible, who 
will interested what Dr. Tas has 
say since very keen Bible 
scholar.” 

For the use editors church pub- 
lications, the Chicago office the 
American Leprosy Missions, Inc. sent 
Mrs. Goddard 300 copies 
tion Please.” THE STAR sent 300 cop- 
ies leaflet issued the Leonard 
Wood Memorial carrying 
Commonly Asked About Hansen’s dis- 
ease,” plus the Facts sheet that carry 
each issue our publication. ac- 
knowledging them, Mrs. Goddard wrote, 
three pieces material will 
handed the editors the executive 
director our Department Curri- 
culum Development, Miss Magnuson, 
with rather careful interpretation 
each. have also written the chair- 
man the Committee Graded Series, 
which will one the biggest groups 
receiving these materials. also en- 
thusiastic about anything can do.” 

With the right information 
the hands editors church pub- 
lications much can accomplished 
bringing about better understanding 
Hansen’s disease and the problems 
patients face when leaving the hospital 
upon discharge. 


(from left) row: Martha Youngberg, Chicago; Mabel Ellison, Chicago; Ella Klumb 
Milwaukee: Alma Klumb, Milwaukee; Aletha Koenig, Spring Green, and Lulu 
Erwin, Chicago. 

2nd row: Spring Green, Wis.; Carl Elder, resident Protestant 
chaplain; Linnae Williams, Milwaukee; Evelyn Triebe, Chicago; Irma Lupton, Chicago; 
Frances Butavich, Chicago; Lillian Hollenbeck, Milwaukee, and Ivan Koenig, AFB, 
Lake Charles, La. 


The group women pictured here 
are all workers for the American Leprosy 
Missions Miss Lulu Erwin, who 
heads the Central Area office the 
Mission Chicago, had talked much 
about this community that they wanted 
better position talk about Carville 
church meetings. 


the weekend October they 
reached here three automobiles, hav- 
ing become separated many times 
the long drive. 
through Lake Charles, La., they picked 
Ivan Koenig, who stationed the 
Air Force Base there. His mother, Mrs, 
Aletha Koenig, had extra gleam 
pride and happiness her eyes when 
met the cheerful group, This Car- 
ville trip was made each person pay- 
ing her own expenses, which indica- 
tive their great desire visit here. 


Saturday, the group toured the 
community, meeting and greeting pa- 
tients all sides. Sunday morning they 
gave Bible readings and played and 
sang the worship service the pro- 
testant chapel. Early the afternoon, 
the women turned the tables their 
Carville host, Chaplain Elder, taking 
him Baton Rouge dinner. They 
began their homeward trek Sunday 

Miss Erwin, who planned the weekend 
visit, began her work with the American 
Missions 1923 bookkeeper the 
New York 1926, she was sent 
Chicago open the first branch 
office, and still carries work 
from that city. 


October 24, Mrs. Pennybaker 
motored here bring Mrs. Morgan 
Whitney and Mrs. R.E. Milling meet 
us. These women are all members 
the Trinity Episcopal Church New 
Orleans, 


from the Prytania Street Presbyterian 
Church New Orleans. Chaplain Elder 
introduced the guests. They were Mrs. 
Ford Jones, Mrs, Ashton Phelps, 
Mrs. Benbrook, Mrs. Rivera 
Richardson, Mrs. A.H. Seibert and Mrs. 
Langtry. 


For many years the New Orleans 
Council Churches has sent candy for 
patients during the Christmas 
helidays, Church group some cities 
“adopt” patient whom they write 
frequently and special occasions re- 
member with gift. Visiting here and 
meeting the patients toward 
friendlier feeling and added interest 
the patient’s welfare. 


Chaplain Elder Interviewed 
Church Conference Cleveland 


“Only the wonder drug education 
will open the public’s minds and hearts 
give these people new chance the 
resident Protestant 
chaplain this hospital Rev, Carl 
Elder said interview appearing 
the Cleveland Plain Nov. 
1955. Mr. Elder was Cleveland 
delegate the National Conference 
the Churches and Social 
National Council the Churches 
Christ the United States. was 
interviewed Richard Wager, church 
editor the Plain Dealer. 

“While medical science has made 
possible the return leprosy patients 
society, these people are still victims 
ancient stigmas held the public 
considering them outcasts,” Mr, Elder 
said. other group more discrimi- 
nated against than former 
tients,” charged, pointing rehabili- 
tation number one problem facing 
the whole picture mankind’s battle 
against one the world’s oldest and, 
for centuries, most dreaded diseases.” 


November 
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Lab Girl Friday 


Sister Mary Augustine, 


Berthe holds infected tissue first stage preparing for 


microscope 


Reprinted 
Early Autumn, 1955, Vol. XI, No. 


“Sister! Sister!” The excitement 
Berthe’s voice, even more than her re- 
peated knocking the door, awakened 
Sister Suzanne with start. was long 
past midnight and yet Berthe was call- 
ing, “Shall bring you the 
Sister there’s something here know 
will please you!” 

Long hours and many weary months 
intensive research tedious 
inoculations, biopsies, and painstaking 
examination countless slides had de- 
cided Sister forego until tomorrow 
the results her last and most conclu- 
sive experiment which would determine 
just what value her marianum had 
her 40--year war leprosy. 

Berthe Rabilloud, faithful friend and 
indispensable co-worker, 
the lab, anxious save Sister 
some next day’s work compieting 
the staining process. The hours ticked 
noiselessly until neat pile slides 
were ready for the morning’s inspection. 
automatically the skilled fingers 
the technician inserted the top-most 
slide into the microscope one glance, 
door, 

The rest that story history now 
how Sister dressed hastily and emerged 
sleepily, wondering the long hours, 
poor pay, and insufficient food had 
last taken toll Berthe’s good sense 
how she took the instrument from 
Berthe’s trembling hands herself 
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her was the long awaited answer, the 
proof her discovery that would have 
its repercussions around the world. 

But the story behind that discovery, 
the story without which there possibly 
might not have been discovery, lies 
the story Berthe, Sister Suzanne’s 
“lab girl-Friday.” 

For she “girl-Friday” the best 
sense the term, completely dedicated, 
daring all, forgetting self wholly fur- 
thering Sister’s work. 

the dark days when there were 
funds and only hope on, 
was Berthe who made the rounds every 
morning with can rolling cart 
collect yesterday’s soup and wilted 
vegetables keep the lab rats alive. 
And she could laugh merrily over her 
predicament one day, when, not notic- 
ing leak this same can, she pulled 
her little cart through the streets, add- 
ing yelping hungry dogs every 
modern Pied Piper Lyons, 

was Berthe, too, who knowing the 
thousands slides Sister needed for 
just one experiment (34,000 one case) 
elected salvage discarded, used slides 
from adjacent laboratories, soaking and 
them with caustic until her 
fingertips were raw. Her reply, when 
Sister protested “Sister, nothing mat- 
ters except that you keep with your 
work never mind me, find the answer 
leprosy that’s all ask!” 

This spirit sacrifice was not 
overnight development but rather, was 


Happy the growing success the Mari- 
anum vaccine and antigen, Berthe’s smile 
and her work goes 


the fruit life-time dedication 
others, Born near Lyons, the second 
eight children, she was painfully shy 
she was thought some retarded. 
13, family finances failing, she was 
going school day and working 
nights (the pay was better), applying 
gold edges porcelain factory. 
year later, school had altogether, 
and she was working full time, packing 
macaroni piece work basis, topping 
even older, skilled workers her pro- 
duction record. 

When two her sisters contracted 
tuberculosis, she worked harder than 
ever, day and night, obtain extra 
funds for their care. For eight years her 
only recreation was visit them 
Sunday, immaculate her only dress 
and lone pair shoes, which fact 
they were never told. 

With the outbreak war, all women 
between and were required re- 
port three times week their local 
Red Cross center for First Aid Instruc- 
tions. And, the designs Providence, 
Sister Suzanne, who had temporarily dis- 
continued her research had been assign- 
head the center near 
home. 

the very first air raid over Lyons 
(there were seven between the 26th 
May and the August) their 
house was destroyed, and Sister found 
quarters dispensary with Berthe 
companion. From the beginning, the 
young girl was remarkable for her obe- 
dience, devotion and cooperation. she 
was told stay one place, there she 
remained, even though bombs were fall- 
ing. Left her own, she risked her 
life drag the aged and wounded 
from the ruins, 

Towards the end the war, each 
Post was asked give two persons 
form unit into Germany with 
the soldiers reclaim allied prisoners. 
Sister sent Berthe, the most capable 
her post. Surrounded the most 
unspeakable horrors bodies 
piled frozen, naked heaps like 
much kindling wood, Berthe’s goodness 
was beacon light for the others. The 
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S.M.O.M. Plans International Congress Social 
Side Hansen’s Disease 


The Sovereign Military Order Mal- 
has announced that the organization 
will sponsor International Congress, 
“for the defense and social rehabilita- 
tion the leper” held Rome, 
Italy, April 16-17-18, 1956. 

According the formal announce- 
ment, the Congress “supposed 
crusade favour all lepers the 
Congress, therefore, has 
been called listen the voice 
qualified men: physicians, who have 
now been victorious the battle 
against leprosy, and who tomorrow will 
entrusted with the task defeating 
this degrading illness that must disap- 
pear from the surface the earth; 
sociologists and men who dedicate them- 
selves charitable activity, extending 
the latter all those who have been 
smitten this evil, and who know 
their own experience.” 

The preliminary program calls for 
eight themes presented “em- 
inent personalities” but the names 
the individuals who are present the 
various reports are not given. The 
themes considered are listed here, 
copied verbatim, from the program. 

The plague the “leper” through- 

centuries. Principles inspiring 
defense work the society the 
past. 

Recent progresses therapy and 
prophylaxy the “leper.” 

The actual social organization 
favour the Hansenian. 

Prophylaxy and protection the 
child. 

Methods and techniques for the 
rehabilitation the 

Social rehabilitation the treated 
Hansenian. New orientations the 
battle against leprosy. 

Social legislation the various 
countries the world, 

Social assistance throughout the 
world. 


understand invitations, the 
Congress, have been sent all members 
the International Leprosy Association 
and associations the United States 
and other countries interested this 
problem from medical social stand- 
point. The U.S. Government has been 
asked send delegation the Con- 
gress. The Secretary General the Con- 
gress Prof. Giuseppe Bendandi, Pa- 
lazzo Malta, Via Condotti, Roma. 

Throughout the announcement the 
word “leper” used quotation marks. 
Commenting this, footnote, the 
current issue the International Jour- 
nal Leprosy said, “they evidently 
intended soften its impact those 
who object it.” Two International 
Leprosy Congresses (Havana 1948 and 
Madrid 1953) objected it. Their ob- 


are recorded resolutions un- 
adopted both Congresses. 
would seem that the organizers 
the SMOM Congress would conver- 
sant with these resolutions. 

view its declared purpose, the 
planned Congress seems have gotten 
off the wrong foot. Such references 
“degrading illness” and “smitten 
this evil” are most unfortunate. They 
not “defend” they though 
are sure, this instance, unwittingly. 
Then too, one should make allowances 
for difficulties encountered 
tion. THE STAR brought this objec- 
tionable terminology the attention 
myself have been reflecting for long 
time how one could possibly avoid the 
word which sounds bad also the 
Italian language, however, the term 
‘Hansen’s disease’ not understood 
the mass the people, and the one ‘lep- 
rosy patient’ probably too long. For 
this reason, have named the Congress 
‘International Congress for the Defense 
and Social Rehabilitation the “lep- 
ways try avoid the term (An 
ironic paradox, ever heard one). 

have been told that the Sovereign 
Military Order Malta organi- 
zation prosperous upper class people, 
probably nearly all Catholic, who try 
continue the great tradition the Or- 
der’s charitable work the Middle 
Ages. Under Mussolini, 
ipated the foundation model 
hospital Northern Ethiopia, and they 
have given financial help one two 
hospitals Uganda. 

Two Associations the SMOM exist 
the United States, one headed by: 

His Excellency, The Marquess 

George MacDonald 

Magistral Grand-Cross President 

the Association the SMOM 

for the Eastern U.S. 

149 Broadway, New York, 

the other by: 

His Excellency, Mr. Andrew 

Lynch 

Magistral Grand-Cross President 

the Association the SMOM 

for the Western U.S. 

345 Sansome Street, San Fran- 

cisco, California 

Lab Girl Friday 
from page 

Chaplain, who observed her closely for 
six months, reported had seen her 
every situation, and always she was the 
perfect Christian, taking jobs one else 
wanted, staying behind let others 
rest. 

While Berthe was Germany, Sister 
had resumed her 
ments, opening her lab Lyons. Berthe. 


who even before the war, had wanted 
missionary but could not because 
her family, and who was back her 
old job the factory, would make 
ideal assistant. thought Sister 
Berthe, the contrary, was overwhelm- 
“Why what can do, Sister! can 
only pack macaroni!” And she reddened 
with embarrassment. But Sister knew 
her devotion, her obedience, and also 
her latent ability, 

Berthe accepted, though once more 
meant sacrifice for the lab could 
only offer fifteen hundred francs lieu 
her regular earnings six thousand, 
itself pitifully small sum with which 
support family. She decided work 
nights make the difference, and 
not wishing Sister know, would walk 
around and around the block during 
her lunch period and come back with- 
out having eaten have that much 
more give her mother. Eventually 
her ruse was discovered 
brought food herself sure that 
Berthe did not hungry. 


Under Sister’s tutelage, Berthe became 
first class technician, not only re- 
spect her worth the lab, but pro- 
fessionally well. She received First 
Place and the Gold Medal the Lyons 
Exhibit, and was awarded national hon- 
ors Paris for her biological sections. 
Together with Sister Suzanne 
day represents her field Meil- 
leurs Ouvriers France,” Academic 
Society composed the outstanding 
workers the various professions mak- 
ing the national life France. 

Fond animals, she took over the 
experimental rats, them and 
knowing each name. All the time 
Sister was Rome and later Ameri- 
ca, Berthe got out daily bulletins 
the health each, and almost minute- 
by-minute reports what 
spiring the lab. 


Her one love and her whole life 
wrapped the project bringing 
cure within the reach every leprosy 
patient the world. She spends her 
recreation labeling the tiny ampules be- 
ing distributed gratis more than 
leprosaria, and this her own time 
make the funds further. One 
day she came panting the steps 
she had been running, She had. 
turned out she had paused for mo- 
ment before ice cream shop, strongly 
tempted splurge, just for once she 
had literally tear herself away from 
the window and run, and keep running 
until she was safely back the lab. 

She loves anyone who helps Sisters. 
When the first check came from the 
States, the results the direct begging 
Maryknoller Father Sweeney (whom 
she prays for the “good she 
avowed that “if all Americans are like 
Father Sweeney then must heaven 
live America!” 

for Berthe, our Lab Girl-Friday, 
she truly believes she has done nothing! 
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Delegates national conventions 
medical and press associations and other 
groups meeting New Orleans, some- 
times seize the opportunity being 
this area take side trip 
though means drive more than 
miles each way. 

Among such recent callers were Dr. 
Fugene Murphy, New York, and Ed- 
win Diamond, Chicago. Dr. Murphy 
with the prosthesis branch the Vet- 
erans’ Administration. drove 
here October with Carville’s con- 
sultant orthopedics, Dr. Daniel Rior- 
dan and attended Dr. Riordan’s clinic. 
Dr. Murphy was particularly impressed 
with the outstanding work Dr. Riordan 
doing here reconstructive hand 
surgery. 

Mr. Diamond science writer with 
International News Service. drove 
with Paul Burton, INS, New Orleans. 
Mr. Diamond gleaned 
formation from his firsthand look 
this hospital. THE STAR setup was 
special interest him. Mr. Burton 
wrote INS story (July 23) about 
Carville. Very good too, especially that 
part the story 
Johnny Harmon, ex-STAR staffer, 
addition the INS Wire Service dis- 
tribution, Burton’s Carville column was 
reprinted The Shield (September 
official publication Delta Sig- 
Epsilon, national sorority. 

The superintendent the Bethesda 
Leprosy Hospital and Home, Champa, 
Madhya Pradesh, India, Mr. A.E. Jant- 
zen, visited Carville October 
Jantzen Menonite missionary 
and has been working India for 
Mr. Jantzen said they have 500 patients 
Bethesda, whom 100 are children: 


They are using sulfone therapy (DDS 


and sulphetrone) and during the past 
year they have discharged about pa- 
tients. They have rehabilitation and 
physical therapy program. The 
sets splendid example for others 
employing patients. “Two our ex- 
were trained physical therapy 
and they are now working with 
the hospital, fact, most our staff 
are ex-patients, paid the same other 
personnel.” This really progressive. 
Jantzen lauded the new Govern- 
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ment India for the great strides 
making public health, though they 
have terrific problem. the Madhya 
Pradesh, formerly Central Province, the 
word taboo Government 
order. 

group traveling leisurely from Mi- 
ami, Florida, the close the 
convention The American Legion 
and its Auxiliary “had see Carville” 
before returning home. The party tour- 
ing this hospital the afternoon 
October included Mr. Jay Demar- 
est, Columbus, Past Grand Chef the 
Ohio Forty and Eight; Mrs, Charles 
McNeil, Toledo, Past Department Presi- 
dent The American Legion Auxiliary, 
and Mrs. Frank Swabb Hazelton, 
Pa. 

met Mr. Crawford Gilligan 
November Mr. Gilligan the 
new Director Development for Ameri- 
can Leprosy Missions, Inc., New York. 
was New Orleans and said that 
could not that near without 
visit Carville, even though briefly. 
Mr. Gilligan was enroute Tyler, Tex., 
fill speaking From 
there, was scheduled attend the 
Texas Presbyterian Synod and 
also had dates speak Abilene 
and Lubbock, Texas. Mr. Gilligan said 
that 1956 will the 50th anniversary 
work and “we hope make 
golden jubilee.” Lois Danner 
der has written her 
father, William Danner, ALM hopes 
put this booklet form next year. Mr, 
Danner was the pioneer worker and 
moving spirit behind the Missions’ or- 
ganization this country. 


young physician who hopes make 
contribution the eradication 
Hansen’s disease from his country, Dr. 
Luis Beirana (above) 24, Mexico, 
D.F., Carville study and observe 
the way things are done this hospital. 


Dr. Beirana came October and 
plans here for two three months. 
Then will spend two months Char- 
ity Hospital New Orleans and com- 
plete his six month’s stay the 
studying the University Cincinnati, 
College Medicine, Department 
Dermatology under Dr. Leon Goldman. 
Dr. Beirana studying this country 
under fellowship, 

One sees Dr. Beirana daily practi- 
cally all departments the hospital, 
but his principal interest rehabilita- 
tion hands and feet, relation 
physical therapy and you will often 
find him the department. 
the walks, too, the canteen, 
and the shops, meeting and talking 
with the patients has keen in- 
terest the human side the problem. 

Dr. Beirana graduated July 1955, 
from the University Mexico, College 
Among his teachers were 
Dr. Fernando Latapi and Dr. Obdulia 
Rodriguez, and will work with these 
two outstanding physicians when re- 
turns Mexico. Dr. Laptapi heads the 
Association Mexicana Accion Contra 
Lepra, and Dr. Rodriguez very 
active this Association. She studied 
Carville for several months 1951. 
The Association supports and conducts 
the Centro Dermatologico Pascua clinic 
Mexico City. Dr. Beirana had some 
experience the C.D.P. out- 
patient clinic and they treat about 1,500 
patients but they also treat other 
skin diseases. The Association not 
government enterprize but there 
government hospital for about 
kilometers from the city where there 
are 400 patients, They are using sulfone 
drugs with very good results. There 
are about clinics for other 
parts Mexico, and the Association 
has several young doctors working 
the states Guanajuato and Michoa- 
can, principal endemic areas the 
country. Dr. Beirana said that there 
were 12,000 cases Hansen’s disease 
reported Mexico the period from 
“but believe there are 
least 50,000 cases the country 
much work done,” said, “so 
very much,” 

party that had not been con- 
vention, but had been sight seeing 
Old Mexico returned their home 
Muskegon, Michigan, via Carville. Stop- 
new their subscriptions THE STAR 
were Walter Poulson Voiture 708, 
40&8, and Mrs, Ethel Scott and Mrs. 
Emma Lyon both members the Dis- 
abled American Veterans Auxiliary, 
Unit 103. 
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Formerly called Armistice Day, day 
which honor the men and women 
all U.S. wars, those who returned and 
those who did not return, was observed 
this hospital with colorful and im- 
pressive program, sponsored our local 
B.L. Spann Post, The American Legion. 


History Recorded 


Governor Kennon signing the guestbook. 
the third Louisiana governor visit 
this hospital since Uncle Sam took over 
1921. The others were James Noe and Sam 
Jones. The only Louisiana governor visit 
here during the State regime, far 
can learn, was Luther Hall. 

most appropriate that Robert Ken- 
non’s name can added this list 
well known for his warm understanding 
and deep interest hospital patients. 


was day brimful activity, be- 
ginning the morning with special 
ceremonies the theatre. This was 
followed barbecue noon and 
golf tournament the afternoon. 
dance featured the evening’s entertain- 
ment, 

The chief executive the State 
Louisiana, Governor Robert Kennon, 
was honor guest and made the main 
speech the morning ceremonies, which 
was attended most the 310 patients 
here and many visitors, representing vet- 
erans’ groups this area. 


The Victor Belongs The Prizes 


Aline Stribbling, president, Car- 

ville’s B.L. Spann Unit 188, American Legion 
Auxiliary;Mrs. E.O. Bauer, Rehab Chair- 
man, Baton Rouge’s Nicholson Unit 38, ALA; 
and Mrs. Emile Hitzman, president, Nichol- 
son Unit. Mrs. Stribbling holds the trophy 
which her Unit for the golf tour- 
The name the winner, Her- 
nandez, was inscribed the cup and 
will kept permanent display the 
trophy case. Mrs. Bauer secured many 
beautiful prizes from Baton Rouge stores 
for winners and runners-up each flight. 
Nicholson Unit provided refreshments the 
dance. Hostesses were Mrs.Bauer and Mrs. 
Carlson. 


Governor remarking the 
redesignation the annual observance 
Veterans’ Day, told the crowd that 
was appropriate change from the 
previous title Armistice Day. 


stice Day looks back something 


gone,” the Governor said, “but Vet- 
erans’ Day something that here with 
today.” 

Speaking hoarse tones, which 
explained was the result enthus- 
iastic goose hunt earlier the week, 
the Governor said, “Louisiana honor- 
have this institution within its 
this hospital for years and keep 
with you through the pages THE 
STAR.” 

The Governor congratulated The 
American Legion for establishing Post 
for veterans hospitalized Carville, 
and commended the medical work 
being done here. 


can think many close friends 
who visit this hospital regularly,” the 
Governor observed, and “today being 
holiday, thought spend some time 
with sons, but you could read 
the letter invitation received, 
know that could not neglect coming 
here this occasion.” Governor Ken- 
non paid tribute our educational 
program, wish for THE STAR more 
and more progress their work, con- 
tinued courage and continued good luck 
all the patients.” 

Carville’s director community 
tivities, T.H. Rickman, Jr., welcomed 
the guests officially for the hospital. 
Joe Martinez, local Legion Post com- 
mander expressed the appreciation 
the vets and other patients the many 
visitors for their interest 
tion the program. Commander 
tinez introduced Mrs. B.L. Spann and 
two her sons, Jr., and Louis, 
Baton Rouge. Our Post was renamed 
memory the late B.L. Spann who 
organized almost years ago, 
was tireless worker the interest 
Carville patients for many years. 

The invocation was given 
Chaplain Fr. Abbot Francis 
OSB, and the benediction pronounced 
Chaplain Carl Elder. Mr. Elder 
also introduced the governor and im- 
mediately preceding the traditional mo- 
ment silence 11:00 a.m., Chaplain 
Elder read the dedication that was given 
his friend and co-worker, Chaplain 
Gittleson, Jewish rabbi, the dedica- 
tion the Fifth Marine Division cem- 
etery Iwo Jima. This dedication 
indictment past misunderstand- 
ings, and prayer for future understand- 
ing that would bring lasting peace 
all the peoples the world. Chaplain 


Strike 

The Southern University, Baton Rouge, 
thousands hungry music lovers across the 
University Band, fifty strong, under the baton 


music for our Veterans’ Day progam. The band 
and gave concert “under the oaks” during 


Come And 


The barbecue this year was the tastiest 
patients, was telling that Frank Nesom (lef 
Nesom and Albert Steinbach, were before 
meat and spicy sauce. Assisting serving were 
Carlisle Richard, Jules Lamothe and Fred Fran 
Baton Rouge, The American Legion. The 
Forty and arranged through the 
Voiture Louisiana, which Voyageur Neson 

The included baked beans, dill 
bow Sister Euphemia and 
cooperation. 
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takes great pride bringing music 
the what music! The Southern 
baton LeRoy Davis, provided stirring 
band played the ceremonies the theatre, 
luring the barbecue. 


astiest ever served guests and 
him smile. Chief cooks, 
before crack dawn preparing the 
ving were Howell May, Geo.May, Norman Dupuy, 
Fred Francis, all members Nicholson Post 38, 
barbecue the annual treat the National 
Carville Coodinating Committee the Grand 
eur Nesom chairman. 
ns, dill fresh pears and veterans cake. 
dietetic department for such hearty 


(Suest 


Elder’s rendition was moving and with 
“the full solemnity the occasion 
was reached,” wrote Clinton, ace 
newsman the Baton Rouge Morning 
Advocate—State Times, who was here 
cover the program for his paper. 

The patients’ mixed chorus, under 
the direction Sister Laura Stricker, 
sang several numbers, and community 
singing was led Tom Milliken with 
his usual zest— Gunny Hansen the 
piano, Tommy and Gunny, 
Rouge, are favorites here, 

The program was rather long and 
might have laid egg spots, had 
not been for the skillful and 
treatment given the that 
elfervescent personality, Max Fetty, B.R. 
Max has the professional showman’s 
sense timing down fine point, 
and has what the French call 
faire” that can even kid the Governor 
and get away with it. 

Mrs, Miller, Shreveport, Carville’s 
beloved “Mom” Miller, our hardy per- 
ennial, years young, could not 
here person, but she sent 
greeting. Her inspiring message, play- 
hushed audience, carried the 
theme The American Legion’s prize- 
winning declamation, Speak For De- 
mocracy.” 


L.L. McCormick, Destrehan, 
department commander 
American Legion, one our loyal 
with Louis. Mrs. Hattie Dayries, 
department president The American 
Legion Auxiliary, got big hand. Every- 
body likes Hattie. Mrs, Dayries introduc- 
Mrs. E.A. Campbell, Homer, past 
national president ALA and staunch 
brought greetings from the national or- 
ganization, which has done and doing 
much for this hospital. 


Both department 
The American Legion, 
Morris, B.R., and L.W. “Buzz” Vetter, 
Patterson, were the rostrum. 
yielded, the right speak Buzz, 
brawn yields the brain,” 
Legionnaire Vetter’s remarks were chal- 
lenging and very appropriate for the 
occasion. 

The Grand Chef Gare (State Com- 
the Forty and Eight (fun 
and honor society The American Le- 
Harry Robertson, Metairie, spoke 
briefly but with depth sincerity ap- 
preciated all. 

Perry Lucas, B.R., spoke for the Dis- 
abled American Veterans and Mrs. Irma 
Griffatta, New Orleans, “our friend, 
Irma” for the DAV Aux. Mrs. St, Clair 
Favort, Sr., B.R., Carville’s faithful 


“Miss Lucy,” spoke for the United 
Spanish War Veterans Auxiliary, 
Among other veterans’ organizations 
represented were Mrs. Ann Autrey, pre- 
sident, Veterans Foreign Wars Aux- 
iliary; Mrs. Mary McGinnis, past district 
president, VFW Aux.; Virgil Stancil, 


The Square 


During the intermission the ball, four 
couples from Baton Rouge gave exhibi- 
tion square dancing, under the leader- 
ship Ferd Goodman. 
feature was arranged Mrs. A.M. Toepfer. 
They danced “Open Your Heart,” “Smoke 
the Water,” “Down Yonder” and “Steel 
Guitar Rag.” The couples were Mr. and 
Mrs. Ferd Goodman, Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Dreffer, Mr. and Mrs. A.M. Toepfer and Mrs. 
H.B. Floyd and Mr. Chester Rivers. 


ALA, Baton Rouge, and Mrs. 
Simon Landry James Casserly 
the Eight and Forty; Joseph Exnicios, 
Grand Correspondant, Forty and Eight, 
New Orleans; and many others whose 
names are recorded our guestbook. 
regret their ommision here but space 
limitations stymied our report, but not 
our gratitude all friends who helped 
make our Veterans’ Day program 
memorable day. 


With The Dance 


The gala evening dancing party the 
patriotically bedecked ballroom was spon- 
sored the National Auxiliary the Dis- 
abled American Veterans. telegram from 
Mrs. Florence Green, Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
National Hospital Chairman the DAV 
Auxiliary, was read Mrs. Perry Lucas, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana Department Com- 
mander the DAV Aux. 

The happy tunes Phil Zito and his 
band from New Orleans filled the air. 


} 
commander, Capitol City Chapter DAV; 
Mrs. Mary Robertson Marx, past dept. 


Reinforcements from Hawaii Strengthen 


Educational Campaign 


Dr. Ira Hirschy, Honolulu, Direc- 
tor the Hansen’s disease, 
Department Health, Territory 
Hawaii, has launched vigorous edu- 
cational campaign enlist the aid 
writers, writers’ agents, editors and pub- 
lishers trade and popular magazines 
and press associations, effort 
forestall the publication wrong ex- 
pressions and attitudes regarding so-call- 
leprosy, before they ever get into 
print, Working collaboration with 
Miss Catherine Cunningham, Health 
Education Administrator, Dr, Hirschy 
has written several hundred letters 
individuals and groups, such the let- 
ter reprinted here, with Dr. Hirschy’s 
permission. This letter went sixty 
writers’ journals. 


October 1955 
Editor 


The Writer 
Arlington St. 
Boston 16, Mass. 


Dear Sir: 

the past month, large-circu- 
lation magazine ran fiction which contained 
this cliche illustrate feeling ostra- 
cism: 

had lepresy.” 

The phrase—with slight variation—- 
occurs constantly fiction and 

This quite frankly appeal 
writers avoid using such expressions and 
editors delete them they are used. 

the first place, leprosy now 
called Hansen’s disease many parts 
the world. The change name was made 
effort eliminate out-dated prejudice 
against those who have have had the 
disease. 

The phrase also based in- 
Hansen’s disease without visible evidence. 
Since sulfone drugs have become available, 
early discovery and treatment of the diseuse 
may prevent the markings formerly seen. 
The word “leprosy” itself has since the 
middle-ages been used to describe not only 
the specific disease, but many other dis- 
eases. 

the third place, use the word 
“leprosy” indicate ostracism builds 
anew prejudice against those with the dis- 
ease—and represents blow the morale 
among readers who have the disease. Ir 
imagination, put yourself the place 
a man or woman with Hansen’s disease and 
see how you would feel read “he treated 

Here Hawaii, have men and 
women whose disease is arrested and non- 
contagious after sulfone treatment. Accept- 
ance those people when they return 
home will never complete until the pre- 
judice centuries dies out. Use the 
word “leprosy” mean social disapproval 
holds back education attempts end such 
prejudice. 

why use Cliche? 


Very truly yours, 

Hirschy, M.D., 
Director 

Division Hansen’s disease 


Coming from medical official 
long established and highly respected 
health agency, Dr. Hirschy’s statements 
carry the weight authority, and 
predict writers and editors, whom 
the letters were addressed, will sit 
and take notice. Constructive results 


are bound follow. Something like this 
has been needed for long, long time. 
small group, besieging enemy, en- 
trenched tradition. 

Some years ago Mrs. Eunice Weaver, 
Brazil’s foremost crusader the 
aspects Hansen’s disease, and 
ognized international leader this field 
said, “Our hardest task educate 
the public the fact that the disease 
neither visitation from God, nor 
highly contagious. There great need 
organized campaign for educa- 
tional enlightenment the The 
patients are doing fine job with 
STAR but they need the assistance 
other groups. Sick people should not 
expected such big job alone.” 


need hardly add that THE STAR 
staff tremendously encouraged and 
heartened Dr. Hirschy’s letter cam- 
paign. 

The name “leprosy” embedded 
the language synonym for sin and 
degradation, and many writers 
ganizations cannot resist its descriptive- 
ness and emotional appeal. the past 
fifteen years THE STAR has written 
thousands letters protest writers, 
groups, people almost every walk 
life, even doctors, who have played 
the emotional impact this word, 

the Territory Hawaii the term 
Hansen’s disease official legisla- 
tive Act 53, approved April 20, 1949. 


More Enlightenment 

THE STAR gladly gave Miss Cun- 
ningham permission publish the “Let 
There Light” story from our Sept. 
1955, issue the Health Mes- 
senger which contains general Dept. 
Health news, and has wide circu- 
lation. There was the 
story year’s study project Han- 
sen’s disease carried out the West- 
minster Fellowship class the Memo- 
rial Presbyterian Church, Newark, New 
Jersey. Miss Cunningham plans send 
copies our “Let There Light” 
church and study groups Honolulu, 
together with offer supply correct 
information they want conduct 
similar study project. 


Chantal-- Will It? 


Alexander Woollcott asked Dorothy 
Parker pinch hit for him drama 
critic one evening, the story goes. 
The play was Channing Pollack’s “The 
House Miss Parker’s review, 
appearing one the big New York 
dailies the next day read, ““The House 
Beautiful the play lousy.” 

were reminded this little story 
after reading Dr. Windsor 
book review the novel Chantal, 


the Journal Leprosy 
(April-June 1955). Dr. Wade editor 
the journal, wrote, “This atro- 
cious book, trash born ignorance and 
effrontery, would not mentioned 
all these pages, but for the fact that 
it. That would unfortunate.” 

The heroine Chantal has Hansen’s 
disease, and the book has been mention- 
several times THE STAR since 
Hollywood columnists announced was 
scheduled for filming ‘56. The latest 
information have this comes from 
correspondant California, formerly 
associated with the movie industry. 
wrote, (Oct. 27,) regarding the 
story Chantal. The book was sold 
Twentieth Century Fox Edward 
person Productions. Alperson in- 
dependent producer who makes pictures 
and releases them through Twentieth 
Century Fox. Fox has thus kept string 
the story that Alperson ever does 
make the picture will released 
through them. Some background photo- 
graphy was made Europe used 
if, as, and when the picture ever 
made, but the present time 
completely dormant. There indi- 
cation that the picture will ever 
made and also indication that 


Washington Callers 


This hospital was visited for few 
hours one day early November two 
Public Health Service officials from 
Washington Headquarters. 
gram review Dr. Le- 
land Weyer, Chief, Dental Branch 
and Mr. George Archambault, Chief, 
Pharmacy Branch, both the Division 
Hospitals, 

understand this was Dr. Weyer’s 
first visit Carville. Mr. Archambault 
has been here before. 


Star Christmas Party, Sunday, 
December 


The annual community Christmas 
party staged THE STAR for the en- 
tire patient body, will held this year 
the evening Sunday, December 
the ballroom 7:30. Special holiday 


music and other features are being 
planned, 


The girls from the Southern Tel. 
and Women’s Activities Club, 
from all over the State, will here 
person the afternoon help San- 


Claus distribute their gifts the 
patients. 


Change Address 
THE STAR mailed second class 
permit. not forwarded new ad- 
dress. Kindly notify you are moving, 
giving both old and new addresses 


November 
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40&8er Paris 


During his trip Europe this past sum- 
mer, Sam Rubin placed bouquet the 
grave the Unknown Soldier France, 
and also the grave Colonel Theodore 


Roosevelt, Jr. Mr. Rubin shown here 
standing salute Col. Roosevelt’s grave. 


Carville’s devoted friend, Sou Chef 
Chemin Fer ‘52 (national Vice- 
Commander), Sam Rubin Monroe, 
La., had the opportunity this summer 
use his 40&8 French, and much 
more, when was Paris. Sam toured 
Europe for four months. Even when 
was away from home, did not forget 
his interest the educational program 
THE STAR, which has contrib- 
uted valuably. met Dr. Franz 
from Charleroi, Belgium, 
Rotary luncheon Switzerland, Dr. 
Belot interested tropical medicine, 
“and course, told him about Car- 
ville and Hansen’s disease.” 

Mr. Rubin hardly had time unpack 
when returned Louisiana Octo- 
ber before taking off again. This time 
the National Convention The 
American Legion Miami, During the 
Promenade the Forty and 
Sam saw that each Voyageur 
(member) present was given copy 
THE STAR (July-August ‘55 Special 
Veterans Edition) and served the 
Finance Committee which approved 
the annual Forty and Eight gift 
$500 for This gift admin- 
istered the Grand Voiture Loui- 
siana, Forty and Eight, and used for 
recreational and entertainment projects 
for all the patients, such the recent 
barbecue Veterans’ Day. 


1955 


Mrs. Hattie Dayries, Baton Rouge, 
Department President the American 
Legion Auxiliary, presents the gavel 
Aline Stribbling, President 
the B.L. Spann Unit 188, 
Thursday evening, Nov. the con- 
clusion installation officers. Look- 
ing are Conchita Saldana and Grace 
Joy, Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Dora Hitz- 
men, Baton Rouge, President Nichol- 
son Unit 38, Mary Ruth Broussard and 
Kitty Boudreaux, Vice President 188. 

While small membership, the local 
unit the American Legion Auxiliary 
active organization. each holi- 
throughout the year the women 
serve hostesses all the patients 
game party the recreation hall. 
various times they also give parties 
the infirmary and houses for handi- 
capped patients. Unit sponsors Sun- 
day afternoon rides for patients who 
not vacation, and they 
serve the community other ways. 


Florists Association 


Brings Flowers 


observance National Flower 
Week, the Baton Rouge Retail Florists 
Association sent enough carnations here 
Saturday, November for each pa- 
tient have one, plus large bouquets 
chrysanthemums for both 
William Heroman (right) represent- 
the association and delivered the 
flowers. was met members the 
local Point Clair Lions Club, Pictured 
here with Mr, Heroman are Hank Si- 
mon, Albert Landry, and Sam Munoz, 


Auxiliary Installs Officers 


who with other members the Lions 
Club distributed the beautiful flowers. 


Star Membership 
Cards La. 40&8ers 


resolution unanimously adopted 
the 34th annual Grande Promenade 
the Grande Voiture Louisiana, 40&8 
(honor society the American Legion) 
provides that Star, emblematic the 
support the 40&8 THE STAR 
magazine, will affixed the mem- 
bership card each Voyageur who 
subscribes the magazine, according 
The Shreveport Legionnaire. 


L.S.Hooper, Shreveport, the state 
chairman the Forty and Eight 
behalf THE STAR’s subscription 
campaign. Voyageur Hooper served 
this post last year boosting subscriptions 
Louisiana among members the 
40&8 more than 500 per cent, Grand 
Chef Harry Robertson, Metairie, reap- 
pointed him this year. 


FOR YOUR 
BANKING 


SEE WRITE US, WHERE 
PLEASURE SERVE! 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window 
Checking Accounts 
Savings Accounts 

Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 
Bank Money Orders, 


Travelers 
* * 


Let know any way can 
serve you any time 
* * * 
LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 
ROUGE 


Cheques 
* 


BATON 


St. Calling (from page 


our own that did not mind too much 
the interminable waits and delays usual- 
necessary before one could place 
call receive one. seemed that every 
time lifted the receiver, and you did 
this avoid ringing into someone 
ear, somebody was the line. 

THE STAR was reborn 1941, and 
that same year ushered the new sul- 
fone drugs for the treatment Han- 
disease, the most hopeful era yet. 
When Mrs. Hornbostel was admitted 
this hospital 1946, national 
ternational publicity focused attention 
Carville never before. The little 
war heroine, Joey Guerrero, came here 
from the Philippines 1948 ‘mid 
mighty flurry publicity, Carville was 
really the map. For while, AP, 
and other wire services and newspapers 
called almost daily. One the boys 
kept his bicycle THE STAR office 
dash over the telephone. 
don’t know why the big hurry because 
very often after got there, had 
stand line and wait turn, More- 
over, our one and only telephone was 
the canteen, which was not always open. 

then, were the same party 
line with fifteen more other subscrib- 
ers. They included oil company, 
state penal work farm, 
general stores, and several families, all 
whom seemed have the gift 
gab. One had listen many times 
ladies engaged discussions the pec- 
cadillos Junior mayhap the 
birth new calf. doubt the ladies 
the neighborhood, who shared our 
party line, were just bored with 
having listen remarks the 
press was waiting for them 
finish telling about Junior’s new tooth, 
his latest formula the beans cooking 
for dinner would tasteless because 
friend husband forgot stop the 
store for salt meat. One day, after wait- 
ing solid hour trying get the 
line and each time carefully lifting 
the receiver hearing, declare don’t 
know what going about 
Junior” could stand longer, 
interjected, “Why don’t you try stran- 
gling him?” got the tongue-lashing 
life and deserved it, but also 
got call through. 

The situation worsened with the years. 
The many different rings and combina- 
tions rings our line would have 
puzzled Einstein long and short, 
short and long, two shorts, two longs, 
longs and short, shorts and long, 
etc., etc. One had have the most 
acute sense hearing correctly an- 
swer the ever-present query the can- 
teen, “Is that our ring?” 

This was the state affairs here, 
telephone-wise, for long years 
(HD patients are very people 
they have be). Finally, wrote 
column for THE STAR (May 1948) 
which reviewed our telephone situa- 


ticn. “Please,” pleaded, “take the pa- 
tients’ telephone off that country party 
line and give private line, such 
the one the Government has 
station. for its telephones.” Since had 
wait around the canteen for 
hour more almost everyday receive 
place call, also stressed the need 
telephone for THE STAR office, 
the same line with the canteen, 
course. use asking for the moon. 

must have put considerable feeling 
into that column for aroused the 
interest some our good friends. 
friends with influence court. Con- 
gressman took the matter with the 
U.S, Public Health Service, and Surgeon 
General Leonard Scheele, himself, ex- 
pressed interest expediting better 
telephone facilities for the patients. Of- 
ficials Southern Bell Tel. and Tel. 
cooperated fully. The 
proved funds for the extension 
additional line this hospital from 
Baton Rouge, miles away, and they 
promised have operation within 
sixty days. 

Southern Bell kept its promise. 
July 16, 1948, the new circuit was ready. 
There were four telephones it, one 
the patients’ canteen and one the 
editorial office THE STAR 
jah! There were still two other sub- 
scribers outside the hospital the line 
because the Company considered the 
estimated revenues from 
calls would not justify private line 
for the exclusive use the patients. 
Even so, four subscribers instead 
teen the same line was decided 
improvement. Apparently, revenue from 
the patients’ calls was sufficient because 
short time, the two other subscribers 
were transferred and had the line 
ourselves, with complaints about 
service. This was our telephone setup 
until the recent switch the new St. 
Gabriel Exchange and dial telephone. 

Now, there are three telephones 
the patients’ side the hedge, and 
can hardly believe it, but there they 
are—one the theatre lobby (open 
all the time 2-7266), one the pa- 
tients’ canteen and one 
desk the editorial office 
STAR Those three telephones 
are more than telephones, much more. 
me, they are symbols the progress 
are making ringing out archaic 
superstitions leprosy, 
and ringing modern scientific con- 
cepts Hansen’s disease. Like Tenny- 
son’s bells, our “Southern” telephone 
bells ring out the old the 
new. 


Educational Front 


Dr. Harvey Merker, director 
scientific relations, Parke Davis and 
Detroit, speaks the 
March” before many civic, professional 
and business groups Michigan. One 


Merker’s most recent addresses 
was given the Ainsworth 
turing Management Club, Detroit, 
September 17. 

Dr. Merker’s talks include many dra- 
matic incidents connection with med- 
ical discoveries insulin for diabetes, 
antibiotics for infections, polio vaccine, 
and Promin for Hansen’s disease, Promin 
trade name for one the sulfone 
and was the first sulfone introduced 
for HD. First tried here Carville 
1941, now use world-wide. 

Invariably, Dr. Merker tells his au- 
diences prejudices still common 
regard victims so-called leprosy, 
and endeavors correct misconceptions 
about it. letter THE STAR, Dr. 
Merker wrote, have been telling the 
story the sulfones and the wonder- 
ful fight you are sponsoring at- 
tempt have the term ‘Hansen’s dis- 
ease’ adopted.” 

* * 

former director recreation 
this hospital, Ralph Wilson, spoke 
the Rotary Club Raton, New 
Mexico, early October subject: 
Carville. traced the history 
this hospital from State Federal re- 
gime. hospital probably the 
worst possible declared, 
“but between 1917 and 1921, when 
site was sought for the hospital, one 
wanted it. the Government bought 
the existing site from the State 
Louisiana.” 

told the Rotarians the progress 
made during the sulfone era. said, 
“As the new drugs showed promise, 
was evident there must physical and 
mental rehabilitation, There was tre- 
whom said preferred call the mal- 
ady Hansen’s disease Hansenosis. 
explained that there probably little 
connection between the leprosy Bibli- 
cal times and that diagnosed 
Biblical leprosy, said, probably was 
more general term. 

Ralph Wilson was Carville’s Rec di- 
post here 1950 when was called 
active duty the Marine Corps. 
now with the parks and recreation 
department Huntington Park, Cali- 
fornia. was visiting his father-in-law, 
Dr. Thaxton, Raton, when 
was invited speak the Rotarians. 

The Raton, N.M. Range devoted 
full column Wilson’s talk. 


LOUIS CARVILLE, INC. 
General Merchants 


Carville, Louisiana 


Fancy Groceries, 
Dry Goods, Hardware 
Convenient, Courteous Service 
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Sports 
Charles Thomas 


Dodgers’ Trainer Carville Caller 


(from left) Dr. Harold Wendler, T.H. 
Rickman, Jr., Carville’s Director Com- 
munity Activities, and Bill Lee 


Almost every time that great guy Doc 
Wendler, Brooklyn Dodger Trainer, has 
visited here was representing the 
loosers the “Woild Serious,” but 
October Doc motored down Carville 
way, from his home Baton Rouge, 
member the WORLD’S CHAM- 
PIONS. Doc met with the patients, 
the bamboo room, where related some 
the inside details the World Series. 
Many questions were fired him and 

When asked Doc how long had 
been with the Brooklyn Dodger organ- 
teenth year, and when entered the 
World Series felt perhaps would 
prove unlucky but was wrong you 
already 

Every Feburary, Doc brings group 
major league ball players here for 
informal baseball bull session with the 
patients. has been doing this for 
several years. 

Making the recent trip with Doc was 
Big Bill Lee Plaquemine, (just 
across the Mississippi river) former big 
league great. Bill Lee played sandlot 
baseball this neighborhood 
tually pitched exhibition games right 
here the hospital grounds 1927 
and ‘28 prior his entry into the 
majors. Big Bill will 
this Parish (Iberville) the next 
election. Also here for the was 
Parish’s Tax Assesor, Du- 
pont, Plaquemine. 

The way look the un-sung 
hero this year’s World Series none 
other than Dr. Harold Wendler, 
affectionately known his many friends 
Doc. The Dodger pitching staft was 
plagued all season with sore arms, there 
were six the regulars out the 
line-up one time, and Doc did 
masterful job working out the kinks. 
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Local Links Tournament Scene 


(from left) Henry Thomas, New Orleans, 
City Park pro, Tournament Director; Run- 
nerup Bill Phillips, New Orleans; Champ 
Eddie Ross, Baton Rouge, and Marion 
Baton Rouge City Park pro, Flight 
Starter 


Eddie Ross, won his second 
straight golf tournament taking home 
the bacon the eighth semi-annual 
Point Clair Invitational, held the 
nine-hole course the grounds this 
hospital October 16. 

Ross, winner the recent City Invita- 
tional Baton Rouge, shot four un- 
der-par cop the championship, 
bill Phillips was runner-up with 18- 
hole medal score 71. 

There were golfers here for the 
tourney, and this number were 
patients. The other entrants came from 
Baton Rouge, New Orleans, Houma, 
Donaldsonville, Shreveport and Granite 
City, Hl. 

All flights, with the exception the 
championship, held nine-hole match 
play for the first round. The tourna- 
ment was composed nine flights and 
the winners and runners-up 
tients walked off with three the nine 
first places, 
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The number behind your address each 
issue your expiration date, renewing, 
you send along that part the back cover 
makes locating your stencil easy. 
sure make checks money orders pay- 
able THE STAR and mail them directly 
the publication Pt. Clair Branch, Car- 
ville, Louisiana. 


News Carville Grads 


While universities schedule home com- 
ings, occasionally have unscheduled 
reunions with graduates from the Car- 
ville “Campus.” the weekend 
the Invitational Golf Tournament 
October, among the many cars coming 
through the gate were several with ex- 
patients. Some came from nearby cities 
while others motored here from out-of- 
state. 

There were the Kents and Dot 
whom had not seen several years. 
loves golf and their weekend here 
coincided with the tournament, qual- 
and played almost until the final 
championship round. While was en- 
joying golf, Dot was catching 
what she’d been doing, and tried 
bring her up-to-date life Carville 
today. 

former STAR staffer, Jane Brown, 
came that same weekend. did not 
succeed convincing her that would 
keep her busy typewriter she 
would like return here live and 
work with us. Instead she convinced 
that her present way life suited 


Harry Martin came from the West 
Coast couple days later. Probably 
was just well for that time 
had regained our breath posi- 
tion enjoy lot more catching 
each other’s activities. Betty 
come with Harry but all goes well with 
the author Miracle Carville, ac- 
cording her husband. While Harry 
was with played tape 
recording the. British Broadcasting 
Company’s presentation Miracle 
Carville, was fun hearing ourselves 
with British accent, when most 
actually speak with Southern drawl. 

Word has reached that three form- 
students the local school have en- 
tered universities this fall. They are 
widely scattered areas but our good 
wishes for success with their higher 
education goes each, Another former 
student will soon take bride and this 


calls for hearty congratulations. 
* * 


Nine New U.S.Citizens 


Tuesday, November 14, nine 
tients this hospital became natural- 
ized citizens the United States the 
Federal Court Baton Rouge. This 
was the culmination long cherished 
dream, preceded lot studying 
about our country. Oropeza, 
carpio, Gutierrez, Fernandez and 
Perez passed their citizenship tests 
last May. This October, Domingo, 
Torres, Gastelum and Cavazos 
took their tests, Congratulations each 
these new citizens the United 
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are continuing treat many 
patients can, and help those who 
haven’t advanced too far. The list 
patients keeps growing and are 
helping other institutions, notably the Naz- 
areth Hospital Mokameh, which treats 
about 600 out-patients every other week. 
pur, run World Missions Protestant 
organization), that help, among others. 
Our Fathers too, are clamoring for Novo- 
phone very sorry disap- 
point them have very little the 
“Santal Funds.” 

would happy could get some do- 
nations get the much-needed sul- 
fones. don’t have big famous setup, 
however, are helping lot people and 
want the work continue. It’s the people 
the villages that need the most help; 
those the large cities can Hansen’s 
disease hospital get treated admit- 
ted they want the people the 
villages can’t leave their families fields. 

Father Thaddeus Mudry, T.O.R. 
Catholic Missions, Champanagar P.O. 
Bhagalpur District 

Bihar, India 


We. too, would like see Fr. Mudry’s 
work for patients continue. 
From time time, Carville patients have 
helped, have friends throughout the 
country. call this fund “Sulfones for 
Santals.” The Santals are aboriginal tribe 
India. 

Fr. Mudry member the Franciscan 
Third Order, Regular Fathers Loreto, Pa. 
went out India 1945. Ed. 

* * 


can capsule impressions the hos- 
pital two statements. seemed 
that only visit, such had, can 
workers gain realistic appreciation for the 
problems confronting patients their 
families when Hansen’s disease discovered. 
was impressed and pleased that patients’ 
needs were foremost the minds hos- 
pital personnel. 

Every nurse who was privileged attend 
this meeting felt amply rewarded for their 
effort getting Carville and most ap- 
preciative the hospitality extended 
patients and staff there. 

Alma Rollins, R.N. 

Assistant Director, 

Div. Public Health Nursing 
State Texas Department Health 
Austin, Texas 


Mrs. Rollins was one group eight 
Texas Public Health nurses who were 
Carville September for three-day study 
meeting. Ed. 

* * 

only too conscious the unfortu- 
nate effects the eponym “leper.” 
bystander like myself, seems that sway 
public opinion most effectively, neces- 
sary publish articles popular appeal 
the popular press, such, for instance, 
Life magazine. seems that THE 
STAR seems largely telling people 
who are already enlightened the facts they 
already know. doubt that the sufferer 
comforted reading it, but surely the final 
laying the voodoo can only come when 
“the public’ has been interested, educated 
and thereby enlightened. 

Emrys-Roberts, M.D. 
Walton-on-the-Thames 
England 


are all for articles about 
ular magazines, providing, course, the 
articles are authentic and not tend 
sensationalize play upon the emotions. 
Dr. Roberts has point. Many our read- 
ers are -enlightened, particularly those old 
friends who renew their subs from year 
but many were not enlightened until 
they started reading THE STAR. Then, too, 
receive average about 750 subs 
per month. receive letters from patients 
with from many parts the 
world, and every case THE STAR seems 
serve morale booster. Ed. 


Mail 


very appreciative having the op- 
portunity promote THE program 
here Kalaupapa. Many our patients 
enjoy reading THE STAR. always lock 
forward receiving it. 

Timothy Waiamau 
Kalaupapa, Molokai 
* 

much many New England voya- 
subscribe THE STAR, consider 
part our many programs. Therefore, 
wonder your hospital has colored 
M.M. film showing your hospital buildings, 
grounds, therapy, and occupational reha- 
bilitation. could obtain from 
500 feet with date and insert lines describ- 
ing your programs shall include with 
our other recorded services and send 
‘ndianapolis processed into edu- 
cational and publicity film made avail- 
able all Forty and Locale and 
Grande Voitures throughout the country. 

Again congratulations for the wonderful 
job you are doing. all boost THE STAR 
wherever go. It’s great promotion. Best 
luck. 

Justin Curtis 
Sous Chef Chemin Fer 
Newport, Vermont 


Mr. Curtis offered splendid opportu- 
nity further the educational program 
but could not accept because 
‘there great need for one. 

Several years ago, the Service Foundation 
AMVETS appropriated $3,000 for produc- 
tion 20-minute M.M. motion picture 
about Carville and the patients’ activities. 
company willing undertake the project 
and New Orleans Public Relations firm 
prepared script. The Public 
Health Service did not approve the project 
because was felt that the amount appro- 
priated was not sufficient for representa- 
tive production. contended then and 
still do, that the AMVET film would have 
been beginning and more comprehensive 
film might follow. The proposed movie had 
the approval the Patients’ Federation. 

Visual education would, are convinced, 
have great effect dispelling age-old mis- 
conceptions. see film about Carville 
would not take the place visit, but 
would certainly the next best thing, 
like bringing the mountain Mohammed. 

THE receives many requests from 
civic cluos, schools and other clubs for 
film about Carville. present ali 

* * a 


THE STAR keeps informed the 
activities many people who are helping 
alleviate the suffering patients with 
hhansen’s disease. 

There are couple missionaries, quiet- 
among 800 sufferers from HD, Formosa. 
They also work among the prisoners, have 
assisted with orphanage, and have out- 
grown their clinic. They are now trusting 
for the necessary $1,000 The Bam- 
boo Clinic the mountainous area near 
One thousand dollars seems lot 
money flat sum, but the marvel 
that they really can build 
tor that amount, and broken down, only 
means 1,000 big-hearted folks sending one 
Mrs. Dickson has banking arrange- 
ments which will take care any personal 
checks mailed them, special foreign 
checks need issued. 

felt that all the Carville folks could 
say prayer for the completion this 
Bamboo Clinic and for all the leprosy pa- 
tients Formosa. Many them hide out 
the mountain caves and areas, still fear- 
ful the colony, and through this 
clinic, held open night, many come for 
advice and treatment, and their fears are 
gradually allayed, they are induced enter 
for regular treatment, and their babies and 
small children cared for the orphanage. 

love receive copy THE STAR, 


and read about the various personalities, 
clubs and hobbies the folks 
Carville. makes them seem quite close 
and only wish was able make you 
visit. 
Mrs. David Murray, R.N. 
Stratford, Conn. 


and James Dickson (Mr. and Mrs. 
Dickson) are the missionaries whom Mrs. 
Murray refers. The Dicksons have been 
serving missionaries Formosa for 
number years. Interested readers may 
write Mrs. Lillian Dickson Chung 
Peh Lu, Taipeh, Taiwan (Formosa). 
STAR’s complimentary mailing list. —Ed. 
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Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance zaraath. The unfortunate notion that zaraath Hansen’s dis- 
ease has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many dif- 
ferent diseases during the course time. These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Lendrum, Tas, Gramberg, 
MacArthur, etc.), reprints which are available from THE STAR. 

International medical experts agree that any scheme for the control 
“leprosy” will depend for its success educated public opinion. 

Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the leprophobia 
today and change terminology would contribute saner public view- 
point. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would 


change the name the disease, 


medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familal. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. This statement supported recommen- 
dations the American Public Health Association (Control 
Communicable Diseases Man, 1950). These APHA re- 
commendations are “official” with U.S, Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded sixty years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 13, are ad- 
mitted freely. The general visiting adolescents not en- 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc, With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section), not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 

* * * * 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, “The good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


couraged. Visitors are not required take any special pre- 
cautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable all 
communicable diseases. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

% * * * 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Once that determined, the 
year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible 
the distinguish between the two germs. 


* * * * 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* * * * 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N.H., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control commun: 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., 
N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* * * 


man woman may remain perfect physica! 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than 
the patients now Carville could sit unnoted 
social gathering. 
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The producing magazines perhaps somewhat neg- 
lected the English-speaking world. can think the famous “Star” 
ville, U.S.A., but have difficulty recalling any others, and shall delighted 
readers will inform any, Yet there great value 
magazine, whether produced the “Management” and receiving contributions 
from the patients, produced entirely the patients themselves. The life 
and needs the patients can become widely known, and refreshed the public 
mind, and insistent course indoctrination the public carried on, di- 


rected informing the world the true nature the disease. 


ogist, East Africa, and Director, East African Leprosy Research Centre, Busia, 
Uganda. 

From article titled “Leprosarium Magazines” Review, (Oct. 
1955) the quarterly publication The British Empire Leprosy Relief 
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